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VILLAGE OF DOWNERS GROVE 

REPORT FOR THE VILLAGE COUNCIL WORKSHOP 
APRIL 12, 2011 AGENDA 

 
SUBJECT:                                              TYPE:                                      SUBMITTED BY: 

Bid: Purchase of Replacement 
Vehicles and Equipment 

 
 
 

Resolution 
Ordinance       
Motion 
Discussion Only 

Nan Newlon, P.E. 
Director of Public Works 

 

SYNOPSIS 
A motion is requested to authorize the purchase of 12 vehicles and pieces of equipment in the total amount 
of $789,762.90. 
 

STRATEGIC PLAN ALIGNMENT 
The goals for 2011-2018 identified Exceptional Municipal Services and Continual Innovation. 
 

FISCAL IMPACT 
The adopted FY11 budget includes $906,812 in the Equipment Replacement Fund for the purchase of 
replacement vehicles and equipment. This recommended purchase is $789,762.90. Previously, $75,205 
was approved by the Village Council for the purchase of three Ford Crown Victoria Police Interceptor 
sedans.  The total expenditures will be under budget by $41,844.10. Additionally, the three natural gas 
powered vehicles are eligible for a $4,000 rebate per vehicle, for a total of $12,000 through the Illinois 
Environmental Protection Agency’s Alternative Fuel Rebate Program. 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
Approval on the April 19, 2011 consent agenda 
 

BACKGROUND 
The 2011 vehicle replacement schedule provides for the replacement of 15 vehicles and pieces of 
equipment. Three Crown Victoria police interceptors were approved earlier this year. The table below 
shows the 12 vehicles that staff is currently recommending for purchase. 
 
Quantity Type of Vehicle Make and Model Dealer Price 

1 
Natural Gas 
Powered Snow 
Plow Truck 

2012 Freightliner M2 
TransChicago Truck Group 
of Elmhurst 

$212,792.00 

6 
Biodiesel Snow 
Plow Truck 

2011 Ford F450 
Badger Truck Center of 
Milwaukee 

$405,123.35 

2 
Natural Gas 
Powered Cargo 
Van 

2011 Chevrolet 
Advantage Chevrolet of 
Hodgkins, IL 

$63,725.00 

2 
E85 Four wheel 
drive utility 
vehicles 

2011 Chevrolet Tahoe 
Miles Chevrolet of Decatur, 
IL 

$61,956.15 

1 
Biodiesel Brush 
Chipper 

2011 Morbark M15R 
Alexander Equipment 
Company of Lisle, IL 

$46,166.40 

 
The Village’s Fleet Team, consisting of representatives from the Village Manager’s Office and Finance, 
Public Works, Police and Fire Departments have evaluated the need to replace the vehicles and pieces of 
equipment scheduled for this year. All Village vehicles and equipment are targeted for replacement 
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according to useful lifecycle replacement criteria. These criteria include age, usage, condition, repair 
costs, fuel efficiency and environmental impact. The Fleet Team reviewed the vehicles scheduled to be 
replaced and determined that the criteria for replacement were met. Staff prepared additional information 
related to several of the proposed purchases, which is included as an attachment. 
 

 
ATTACHMENTS 
Additional Information on current vehicles and bids 
Contract Documents – TransChicago Truck Group 
Contract Documents – Badger Truck Center 
Contract Documents – Advantage Chevrolet 
Federal GSA Pricing – Alexander Equipment Company 
 
 



V I L L A G E    O F   D O W N E R S   G R O V E

C O U N C I L   A C T I O N   S U M M A R Y

INITIATED:         Public Works                                  DATE:        April 12, 2011                  
                    (Name)

RECOMMENDATION FROM:                                                       FILE REF:                     
(Board or Department)

NATURE OF ACTION:

    Ordinance   

    Resolution 

  X  Motion 

     Other  

STEPS NEEDED TO IMPLEMENT ACTION:

Motion to approve the purchase of 12 vehicles and
pieces of equipment in the total amount of $789,762.90:

one (1) 2012 Freightliner M2 112 natural gas powered
snow plow in the amount of $212,792; six (6) 2011
Ford F450 biodiesel snow plow trucks in the amount
of $405,123.35; two (2) 2011 Chevrolet natural gas
powered cargo vans in the amount of $63,725; two (2)
2011 Chevrolet Tahoe E85 four wheel drive utility
vehicles in the amount of $61,956.15; and one (1)
2011 Morbark M15R biodiesel brush chipper in the
amount of $46,166.40.

SUMMARY OF ITEM:

Adoption of this motion shall authorize the purchase of certain vehicles and equipment.

RECORD OF ACTION TAKEN:
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Vehicle Replacement Criteria and Additional Bid Information 
 
Vehicle Replacement Criteria 
All Village vehicles and equipment are targeted for replacement according to a useful lifecycle 
replacement criteria guideline. The life expectancy of patrol cars is four years of service, the fire 
utility vehicle six years, and the brush chipper 11 years, for example, though additional criteria 
are considered when making the final replacement recommendation. These criteria include age, 
usage, condition, repair costs, fuel efficiency and environmental impact. The Fleet Team 
reviewed the vehicles scheduled to be replaced and determined that the criteria for replacement 
were met. The following table provides additional information regarding the vehicles scheduled 
to be replaced: 
 

Veh.
# Year Make Model 

Mileage 
(Dec. 2010)

2010 
Repair 
Costs* 

Life-to-Date 
Repair 
Costs 

Repair Cost 
% in 2010 

656 2001 Ford F150 Vehicle Totaled in Accident 
217 2006 Ford E350 177,631 $6,147.54 $58,913.61 10.4% 
270 1994 Ford LN8000 77,168 $3,156.92 $171,470.71 1.8% 
275 1997 Ford F350 83,037 $2,066.55 $79,765.89 2.6% 
276 1997 Ford F350 59,869 $3,356.40 $69,902.97 4.8% 
277 1997 Ford F350 84,513 $5,909.85 $93,278.56 6.3% 
278 1997 Ford F350 75,466 $6,326.77 $68,271.59 9.3% 
279 1997 Ford F350 64,614 $3,251.86 $56,707.19 5.7% 
286 1997 Ford F350 59,708 $3,894.58 $53,966.61 7.2% 
293 1999 Vermeer BC1230A 2,548 

(hours) 
$2,868.07 $20,563.71 13.9% 

835 2007 Ford Crown 
Victoria 

64,558 $4,751.54 $19,141.24 24.8% 

924 2005 Ford Explorer 88,535 $554.18 $15,368.27 3.6% 
* costs do not include routine maintenance 
 

The purchase of the Chevrolet Tahoe utility vehicles would be made through the State of Illinois 
Joint Purchase Contract (State Contract PSD 4016025) and the brush chipper would be 
purchased through a Federal General Services Administration (GSA) Joint Purchase Contract 
(Federal Contract GS-30F-0018N), which is permissible based on the provisions of the Village 
Purchasing Policy.  The Village solicited competitive sealed bids for the snow plow trucks and 
cargo vans in accordance with the Village’s Purchasing Policy with the bid results and analysis 
summarized below. 
 

Natural Gas Powered 5-Ton Snow Plow Truck 
Vendor Bid Price 
TransChicago Truck Group, Elmhurst, IL $212,792 
TransChicago Truck Group, Elmhurst, IL (Alt. Bid) $204,810 
R.G. Smith Equipment Co., Des Plaines, IL $202,850 

 
The lowest responsive and responsible bid meeting specifications was submitted by 
TransChicago Truck Group in the amount of $212,792.  Following staff’s review, the bid 
submitted by R.G. Smith Equipment was established to be non-responsive because it was 
verified that this vendor is not authorized to sell, service or provide technical support for 



equipment they identified in their bid.  In other words, staff’s review found that R.G. Smith 
indicated they could provide truck equipment that they are not in fact authorized to sell.  The 
alternate bid submitted by TransChicago failed to meet 88% of the Village’s specifications.  This 
alternate bid included a competing hydraulic and spreader control system that has presented 
operation and maintenance problems on other Village plow trucks and is not recommended.  The 
recommended bid from TransChicago Truck Group is a complete bid that includes all of the 
specified items from a vendor that has a positive track record both with the Village and other 
municipalities providing this type of equipment.  This vehicle would be replacing unit 270, 
which is a front-line snow plow truck used to provide snow and ice removal services. 
 
 

Six (6) Biodiesel 1-Ton Snow Plow Trucks 
Vendor Bid Price 
R.G. Smith Equipment Co., Des Plaines, IL $490,905 
Sutton Ford, Matteson, IL $470,322 
Freeway Ford Truck Sales, Inc., Lyons, IL $466,659 
Lindco Equipment Sales, Merrillville, IN $448,228 
Badger Truck Center, Milwaukee, WI $405,123.35 

 
Badger Truck Center submitted the lowest responsive and responsible bid for these vehicles.  
Although the Village has not purchased vehicles from this vendor previously, they provided 
positive references from the Lake County Division of Transportation, the State of Illinois 
Department of Transportation and the City of Milwaukee, among others.  These trucks would be 
replacing 275-286 and are assigned to the Street Division and Forestry Division within the Public 
Works Department and are used daily for basic transportation by field maintenance crews as well 
as for hauling dirt, stone and salt, and snow removal operations during the winter season. 
 

Two (2) Natural Gas Powered Cargo Vans 
Vendor Bid Price 
Apple Chevrolet, Tinley Park, IL $87,429.20 
Bill Jacobs Chevrolet, LLC, Joliet, IL $67,750 
Northwest Ford, Franklin Park, IL $66,452 
Bill Stasek Chevrolet, Wheeling, IL $63,995.76 
Biggers Chevrolet, Elgin, IL $63,920.50 
Advantage Chevrolet, Hodgkins, IL $63,725 

 
Advantage Chevrolet submitted the lowest responsive and responsible bid for the natural gas 
powered cargo vans.  One of the cargo vans would replace unit 217, currently assigned to the 
Village’s Public Services Response Team (PSRT). PSRT provides limited Public Works services 
from 4:30 a.m. through midnight on weekdays as well as 7:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. on weekends.  
They are also responsible for domestic animal control and streetlight maintenance.  The other 
vehicle would replace unit 656 and be assigned to the Engineering Division in the Public Works 
Department for use in utility locating and field inspection activities. 
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